IN THE PRIME MINISTERS ROOM
thought of it afterwards, they recognized that this was only the
premonitor of his subsequent apostasy. His isolation became
more and more noticeable as time went on. He was painfully
and constantly conscious of a growing antagonism to himself
personally. This estrangement had begun years before on the
extreme Left but the flash point of explosion was moving
towards the more moderate elements. The trouble was
definitely personal. The Government itself was growing in
popularity. One thing alone enabled him to retain his position.
Although the question was being talked of, there was no sign
of an alternative leader. The well-known loyalty of Henderson
and Snowden's financial policy prevented overtures being
made to them.
To MacDonald, therefore, at this time, the scheme of a
' National * Government, with himself at the head, was particu-
larly attractive. As it practically abolished the Party system, it
removed the danger of defeat. In the circumstances, too, super-
session was impossible. It would give him tremendous power
and authority. In its last analysis, it came almost to dictatorship.
Quick to recognize the radiant possibilities of the project,
he also foresaw the difficulties. He saw that the first step
towards a c National' Government was an agreement with the
Conservatives. An intrigue of this kind must be conducted
with the utmost secrecy. It is difficult, therefore, to fix the
exact date for the first move.
To the great cartoonist, Low, must be given the credit of
being the prophet who read the situation accurately. In Decem-
ber 1930 a cartoon by Low appeared in the Evening Standard
with the caption : c The unemployed question having produced
a crisis, Mr. MacDonald forms a National Government.'1 The
picture shows Mr. MacDonald at the head of the Cabinet table,
at which Mr. Baldwin also is sitting. In the background, appar-
ently left out in the cold, are Snowden, Henderson, and Clynes.
It is certain that events moved quickly after Snowden's
February speech. As early as the end of March, it became
pretty well known that a 'National' Government was in
contemplation. On 19 May 1931 a significant paragraph
appeared in a London newspaper as follows :
c The whispering lobbies have for seven weeks past echoed
1 See page lax.
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